Personal Ministry Profile
This resource is a tool to explore sacrificial service, discover how you are wired by God to be most effective, and find your FIT. 

Although it is not a requirement to be a member, it makes sense that you would be committed to membership in a church family and committed to the habits for spiritual maturity before you are ready for ministry. Membership and Maturity are the foundation for Ministry.

Opening Questions:
How long have you been attending Freshwater Community Church?

How have you grown as a Christian since arriving at our church?

When you help others, what do you do?

Guiding Scripture
"God gave ... some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of ministry, so the body of Christ may be built up." Eph. 4: 11-12
We believe that all people form the priesthood of God’s Body, the Church.
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
I Peter 2:9-10

This mean that service to the Body is not just through the vocational pastor. It is the responsibility and honor of the whole.

Principles we live by here at Freshwater are: who did God create you to be, how has he gifted you, and where is he calling you?

Some have called this your S.H.A.P.E. for ministry. What God made me to BE determines what He intends for me to DO. I will understand the purpose I was created for when I understand the kind of person I am. This is a major part of knowing God's will for my life!

At Freshwater, we focus on an individual approach to ministry rather than an institutional approach. We will focus on Five Personal Factors that have combined to shape the "real" you. By identifying the specific traits you possess in each of these areas, you will see the ministry God has designed for you become clearer!

God is consistent in His plan for each of our lives. He would not give us inborn talents and temperaments, spiritual gifts, and all sorts of life experiences and then not use them! By reviewing and studying these factors, we can discover the ministry he has for us ... the unique way God intends for us to serve Him. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Portions of this resource are used by permission and from The Purpose-Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here for? Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2002.
] 


As a key point to keep in mind, serving in positions of greater influence are based on stronger relationships with the body and a greater maturity in your walk with Christ.


Goals for you as you work through this resource
· That I will discover my unique S.H.A.P.E. for ministry and commit to develop and use my God-given gifts and abilities in serving Him and others through my church family. 
· That I will select and begin serving in the ministry of my church that best expresses what God made me to be.


What Does the Bible Say About Ministry?
Ministry is using whatever God has given me to serve Him and the needs of others. 

We minister in 3 directions:
· To The LORD (Acts 13:3)
· To Believers (Heb. 6:10)
· To Non-Believers (Matt. 5:13)

We Minister in 3 areas of needs:
· To people’s Physical needs: 
"(Jesus says) For I was hungry you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink … I needed clothes and you clothed me. I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me ... Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me." Matt. 25:35-36, 40
"If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." Matt. 10:42

· To people's Emotional needs.
"... Warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone." 1 Thess. 5:14

· To people's Spiritual needs.
"... God reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation." 2 Cor. 5:18
"We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ." Col 1:28





The Priority of Ministry
(Why should I be interested?)
· I Have Been Created for Ministry
"For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." Eph. 2:10

· I Have Been Saved for Ministry
"(God) saved us and called us to a holy life-not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace." 2 Tim. 1:9

· I Have Been Called into Ministry
"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God!" 1 Peter 2:9-10
"… you are a holy priesthood ..." 1 Peter 2:5
I am not who I think I am. I am not who you think I am. But I really am who God says I am!
A LIFE CHANGING TRUTH - MY PRIMARY IDENTITY:  I AM A Minister OF JESUS CHRIST!

· I Have Been Gifted for Ministry
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10

· I Have Been Authorized for Ministry
"(Jesus said) All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples..." Matt. 28:18- 19
"We are therefore Christ's ambassadors ..." 2 Cor. 5:20

· I am Commanded to Minister
"(Jesus) And whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve ..." Mt. 20:27-28

· I am to be Equipped for Ministry
"God gave ... pastors and teachers to prepare God's people for works of ministry so that the body of Christ may be built up..." Eph. 4:11-12

· The Body of Christ Needs my Ministry
"Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it." 1 Cor. 12:27

· I am Accountable for my Ministry
"So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God." Romans 14:12
The Parable of the Talents: Matt. 25:14-30

· I will be Rewarded for my Ministry
"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward." Col. 3:23, 24
"Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your Master's happiness!" Matt. 25:23
How Has God Shaped Me?

Guiding Scripture
"Your hands shaped me and made me..." Job 10:8a
God has been molding and shaping you for ministry since you were born. In fact, God started uniquely shaping even before you were born!
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” Psalm 139:14-16

Guiding Scripture
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 1 Cor. 12:4-7

Spiritual Gifts: What am I Gifted to do?
"... Each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that." 1 Cor. 7:7b

Heart: What do I Love to do?
"God has put it into their hearts to accomplish his purpose..." Rev. 17:17
"For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose." Phil. 2:13

Abilities: What Natural Talents and Skills do I Have?
"There are different kinds of service..." 1 Cor. 12:5
"I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts..." Exodus 31:3
"… our competence comes from God." 2 Cor. 3:5b

Personality: Where Does my Personality Best Suit me to Serve?
"Who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him?" 1 Cor. 2:11

Experiences: What Experiences Have I Had?
· Spiritual
"By this time, you ought to be teachers ... Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness." Heb. 5:12-13
· Painful
"Blows and wounds ... purge the inmost being." Prov. 20:30
"God comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God." 2 Cor. 1:4
· Educational 
"Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; guard it well for it is your life." Prov. 4:13
· Ministry
"Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel..." 2 Cor. 9:13

Your ministry will be most effective and fulfilling when you are using your Gifts and Abilities in the area of your heart’s desire in a way that best expresses your Personality and Experience! 
Success is doing what God made me to do!

A Biblical Example
Paul’s Spiritual Gifts
"And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher." 2 Tim. 1:11

Paul’s Heart
"It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation." Rom. 15:20
"For God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles." Gal 2:8
"I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race..." Acts 20:24

Paul’s Ability
"... Paul went to see them, and stayed because he was a tentmaker, as they were, he stayed and worked with them. Every Sabbath, he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks." Acts 18:2b-4

Paul’s Personality
"For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers." Gal. 1:13-14

Paul’s Experience
· Spiritual
· Watching Stephen be stoned (Acts 8:1)
· Conversion on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:1-20)
· 3 years maturing in Arabia (Gal. 1:18)
· Special vision from God (2 Cor. 12:2-7)
· Painful
"… I have been in prison more times ... near death often ... been whipped five times with 39 lashes by the Jews and three times by the Romans … once stoned ... I've been in three shipwrecks ... and once spent 24 hours in the water ... In my travels I've been in danger from floods ... robbers ... enemies ... wild animals and false friends … I've served long hours without sleep or food or shelter or even clothing..." 2 Cor. 11:23-27
"To keep me from becoming conceited because of these great revelations, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan, to torment me." 2 Cor. 12:7
· Education
"Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers..." Acts 22:3
· Ministry
· Read the Book of Acts!





Identifying Your Unique SHAPE
We've prepared and adapted several tools to help you discover and think through the five factors that make up who you are. As a supplement to this guide, you will also be given a Personal Profile and two personal assessments. The Personal Profile is a tool to consolidate all that you learn about yourself during this process. This profile will be completed when you finish this guide and will be used during your meeting with a staff person or ministry mentor. The Personal Assessments are made up of a Spiritual Gift Inventory and Personality Test. You will complete these when directed later in this guide.

What follows in this guide is meant to help you… 

Unwrap Your Spiritual Gifts: Will give you an overview of spiritual gifts and identify which ones you may have been given by God.

Monitor Your Heartbeat: Will help you clarify what you really love to do.

Apply Your Abilities: Will help you appreciate the natural talents and vocational skills you have.

Plug In Your Personality: Will help you see how your God given temperament can best be used in ministry.

Examine Your Experiences: Will help you review your history to discover how God has prepared you for a unique ministry that only you can fulfill.

REMEMBER:
· Have fun! These are not "tests"! There are no right or wrong answers. The purpose is to show how you are a unique blend! 
· Each one is self-evaluating. No one is "rating" you on this. We're interested in your feelings, not others. However, it may be helpful to ask for additional input from those closest to you after you've filled in your own responses.
· The value of each of these tools will vary depending on your age, how long you've been a Christian, your background, your honesty, and how much time and serious thinking you're willing to invest in them!
· AS YOU COMPLETE EACH TOOL, TRANSFER YOUR RESULTS TO THE FORM CALLED "MY PERSONAL PROFILE". YOU WILL BRING THIS PROFILE WITH YOU TO YOUR MEETING WITH A STAFF PERSON OR MINISTRY MENTOR.










Unwrapping Your Gifts

What Does the Bible Say About Spiritual Gifts?
Guiding Scripture
"Now about spiritual gifts I do not want you to be ignorant." 1 Cor. 12:1

Sidenote: This is a Condensed Overview. This is not a full study of all the Holy Spirit gives, guides, or fulfills.

A Spiritual Gift: Is a special ability, given by the Holy Spirit to every believer, to be used to minister to others and therefore build up the Body of Christ.

10 Truths About Spiritual Gifts
1.   Only Believers have spiritual gifts. 1 Cor. 2:14
2.   Spiritual Gifts are equally available but not equally given. 1 Cor.7:7
3.   No one receives all of the gifts. 1 Cor. 12:27-30
4.   No single gift is given to everyone 1 Cor. 12:29-30
5.   You can't earn or work for a spiritual gift. Eph. 4:7
6.   The Holy Spirit decides what gifts I get. 1 Cor. 12:11
7.   I can desire and pray for spiritual gifts. 1 Cor. 12:31, 14:1
8.   I am to develop the gifts God gives me. 1 Tim. 4:14
9.   It's a sin to waste the gifts God gave me. 1 Cor. 4:1-2 Mt. 25:14-30
10. Using my gifts honors God. Eph. 4:11-13

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts
· Not for my Benefit, but for the Benefit of Others
"Each one of you should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms." 1 Peter 4:10
"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good." 1 Cor. 12:7
· To Produce Maturity and Harmony in Our Church Family 
"It was He who gave (gifts)... until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ." Eph. 4:11, 13
· Recognize That I Have Both a Primary and Secondary Ministry in the Body of Christ
· My Primary Ministry commitment should be in the area where I am Gifted
· My Secondary Ministries includes serving in any other area of the Body when I am Needed










Cautions About Spiritual Gifts
· Don't confuse gifts with natural talents.
· Don't confuse gifts with the Fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5:22-23
· Fruit shows my Maturity. 
· Gifts show my Ministry.
· Don't confuse gifts with Christian roles.
· Be aware of the "gift projection" tendency. (Expecting others to serve the way you do and have similar results)
· Don't feel my gift makes me superior to others. 1 Cor. 12:21
· Realize that using my gifts without love is worthless!
"If I speak in the tongues of men and angels ... have the gift of prophecy ... have a faith that can move mountains ... give all I possess to the poor … but have not love, I gain nothing." 1 Cor. 13:1-3

How to Discover Your Gifts 
Study
Dig Deeper into the scriptures that share the truths about the Gifts.

Get Started
God Wants You to Use Your Gifts
· Through an ongoing ministry
· Through short-term projects
· Through spontaneous situations
IT'S EASIER TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFTS THROUGH MINISTRY THAN TO DISCOVER YOUR MINISTRY THROUGH YOUR GIFT!

Request Input from Others
Close family and friends know us well. They may see things an assessment cannot. Ask others what gifts they see in you. Take this as a compliment to the inventory mentioned below. 

Spiritual Gift Inventory Exercise
Gift inventories help guide us into assessing where we currently stand concerning the Spiritual Gifts. It is not a perfect tool, but it is useful in taking steps forward in your journey. We have provided the tools necessary for this exercise.  In addition to what follows in this guide, you will also find a Gift inventory as part of this packet. Thoughtfully and honestly complete that assessment and add the results to your Personal Profile.

Guide to Taking Your Gift Inventory
The Bible does not lock us into tight restrictions as to the number of spiritual gifts, or even their definitions. The four major lists of gifts are found in:
Romans 12:1-8 —1 Corinthians 7:7, 12:8-10, 12:27-31 — Ephesians 4:11-12 — 1 Peter 4:9-11




Our church believes that all the spiritual gifts that we read about in the New Testament Scriptures are still given by the Holy Spirit today. A healthy church encourages the development and expression of all the gifts within the parameters defined in Scripture and should not resist the working of the Spirit. You will read about the definitions and Scripture references of each gift as you complete your spiritual gifts inventory.

The spiritual gifts inventory is useful in these ways:
· It helps define and explain the gifts mentioned in Scripture.
· It helps me recognize what gifts have been functioning in my life.


Cautions about the spiritual gifts inventory:
· It only looks at what you have seen in the past. 
· You may establish a confirmation bias. Be sure to NOT answer the questions in a way that would guide you to what you want. Answer in a way that looks at what you can confirm has or is happening in your life. 
· There may be gifts you have been given but never used, and therefore are not detected by the inventory.
· The Spirit may give you new gifts as He determines, or as you desire them, pray for them, and receive them.
· Gifts are not necessarily permanent.
· Your inventory can look very different 5 years from now.

Monitoring Your Heartbeat

Heart: The organ that pumps your blood — Your emotional constitution or disposition — The vital force or driving impulse

Guiding Principle: The Bible uses the term "heart" to represent the center of your motivation, desires, and inclinations.
Guiding Scripture:
"Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart." Ps. 37:4

My Heart Determines
Why I Say the Things I do
"Out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks." Matt. 12:34
Why I Feel the Way I do
"The Word of God ... judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." Heb. 4:12
Why I Act the Way I do
"Guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life." Pr. 4:23


My Heart is the Real Me
Physiologically, each of us has a unique heartbeat and each person has a slightly different pattern. Likewise, God has given each of us a unique emotional “heartbeat” that races when we encounter activities, subjects, or circumstances that interest us. We instinctively feel deeply about some things and not about others.
This God-given motivation serves as an internal guidance system for our lives. It determines what your interests are, and what will bring you the most satisfaction and fulfillment. It also motivates you to pursue certain activities, subjects, and environments.

Why has God Given Each Person a Unique Heartbeat?
· God had a purpose in giving you your inborn interests. In fact, your emotional heartbeat reveals a very important key to understanding God's design and intention for your life.
· The Bible makes very clear that your heart was designed by God, but you make the choice to use it for good or evil, for selfish purposes or for service.
· You may have..."... selfish ambition in your heart..." James 3:14
· Or you may..."... Serve the Lord with all your heart." 1 Sam. 12:20 "... Do the will of God from your heart." Eph. 6:6
· You can do God's will and serve God's purpose by letting your heartbeat Motivate you for ministry!
"If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task." 1 Tim. 3:1

Taking a Spiritual EKG 
If you are like most people, you have never taken time to sort out and identify the things you are good at and motivated to accomplish. As a result, it is unlikely that you use these talents as completely or effectively as you could for God. The key to understanding your heartbeat is to look at your past accomplishments.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  This exercise is adapted from the book Finding A Job You Can Love by Ralph Mattson & Arthur Miller (Nelson, 1982). We highly recommend that you read this book!
] 


STEP 1: LIST AND DESCRIBE YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE CHILDHOOD (BELOW)
· "I put on plays for the neighborhood kids with costumes, props, etc. We transformed the shed in the back of our house into a fairyland with lighting effects, decorations and princesses."
· "I started a Kool-Aid stand in the fourth grade and expanded it into three different stands. It was fun and I made money!"
· "I had a job as a printer's assistant and developed a method of cutting stereotypes which was faster and more accurate."
· "I have always liked to build things. Before I got married, I completely rebuilt the little apartment I was living in."
· "I successfully led protest marches against toxic wastes in my hometown and got local tv coverage."
· "I set a goal to read fifteen books over the summer and I did."








What to include:
· Accomplishments at home, school, work, etc. 
· Things you enjoyed doing.
· Things you believe you did well.
· Specific details about what you did.
· Forget what other people think about it!
· Remember, you're recalling things you enjoyed doing and did well (accomplishments), not simply pleasant experiences.
BAD EXAMPLE: Had a great vacation in Canada. 
GOOD: Took some stunning photos during my vacation.
· You do not have to cover every year of your life. Just focus on what you feel are the highlights of things you've done.


My highlights of things I did well (accomplishments) and enjoyed doing during:
My Grade School Years				As a Teenager
1. __________________________				1. __________________________

2. __________________________				2. __________________________
In College or Early 20’s				In My Thirty Something Years 
1. __________________________				1. __________________________
			
2. __________________________				2. __________________________
Complete up to Your Present 
1. __________________________				The more you can list the better. 
							Get another sheet of paper!
2. __________________________				


STEP 2: DISCOVER THE MOTIVATED DIRECTION OF YOUR HEART
Examine your achievements for a common motivational thread. You might find a key phrase repeated. Remember these are ALL God-given motivations. They are only sinful when used selfishly. Every one of these can be used in effective ministry. Don't be embarrassed to identify a basic heartbeat that doesn't seem spiritual! Almost every one of these can be identified in the ministry of one of the twelve Apostles!
See if you can match one of the "heartbeats" listed below as samples:















I Love To
· Design and Develop: I love to make something out of nothing. I enjoy getting something started from scratch.
· Pioneer: I love to test out and try new concepts. I am not afraid to risk failure.
· Organize: I love to bring order out of chaos. I enjoy organizing something that is already started.
· Operate/Maintain: I love to efficiently maintain some things that are already organized.
· Serve or Help: I love to assist others in their responsibility. I enjoy helping others succeed.
· Acquire or Possess: I love to shop, collect, or obtain things. I enjoy getting the highest quality for the best price.
· Excel: I love to be the best and make my team the best. I enjoy setting and attaining the highest standard.
· Influence: I love to convert people to my way of thinking. I enjoy shaping the attitudes and behaviors of others.
· Perform: I love to be on stage and receive the attention of others. I enjoy being in the limelight.
· Improve: I love to make things better. I enjoy taking something that someone else has designed or started and improve it.
· Repair: I love to fix what is broken or change what is out of date.
· Lead and Be in Charge: I love to lead the way, oversee, and supervise. I enjoy determining how things will be done.
· Persevere: I love to see things to completion. I enjoy persisting at something until it is finished.
· Follow the Rules: I love to operate by policies and procedures. I enjoy meeting the expectations of an organization or boss.
· Prevail:  I love to fight for what is right and oppose what is wrong. I enjoy overcoming injustice.

You should be able to support your choice with examples from your achievements.

EXAMPLE: 
· I feel the basic motivation God put in my heart is to Acquire/ Possess: 
· My history demonstrates this:
· I purchased my first car at age 16.
· I've assembled a collection of rare stamps.
· I've built up a large cash reserve.
· I've acquired options on three properties.

Did you find the basic motivational directions of your Heart in this list? Write them on your Personal Profile.






Applying My Abilities

Guiding Scripture
"There are different kinds of working." 1 Cor. 12:6 
"I have filled him with skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafts..." Exodus 31:3

Five Myths About Abilities (Skills and Talents)
· People aren't born with skills. All skills must be learned by experience. This simply is not true. There are a number of skills which seem to be inborn and develop very early in infancy. When people say, "He just seems to have a natural talent for it", it's probably true.
· Those skills which must be learned, are learned primarily in the classroom. Actually, some of your most basic skills were learned at home, "in the street", or somewhere outside the classroom.
· If you have certain abilities, you will be very aware that you have them. Again, that is not true. You're probably using a number of talents or skills that you are not even aware of. You need some process of skill identification.
· Skills that I use at work are only usable in that environment. I couldn't use them in ministry. Hopefully, by the end of this class, you'll see the fallacy of that idea. Be creative.
· Most people only have a few abilities. The truth is that many national studies have proven that the average person possesses from five hundred to seven hundred different skills.

























How to Discover Your Motivated Abilities
Look over your list of accomplishments again. Circle all verbs that denote actions performed while you were doing each achievement. Now compare those verbs to the list below and check those abilities you feel you have.
Specialized Abilities
· Entertaining Ability: to perform, act, dance, speak, do magic shows or puppet shows
· Recruiting Ability: to enlist and motivate people to get involved
· Interview Ability: to discover what others are really like 
· Researching ability: to read, gather information, collect data
· Artistic Ability: to conceptualize, picture, draw, paint, photograph, or make renderings
· Graphics Ability: to lay out, design, create visual displays or banners
· Evaluating Ability: to analyze data and draw conclusions
· Planning Ability: to strategize, design, and organize programs and events
· Managing Ability: to supervise people to accomplish a task or event and coordinate the details involved
· Counseling Ability: to listen, encourage, and guide with sensitivity
· Teaching Ability: to explain, train, demonstrate, tutor
· Writing Ability: to write articles, letters, books
· Editing Ability: to proofread or rewrite
· Promoting Ability: to advertise or promote events and activities
· Repairing Ability: to fix, restore, maintain
· Feeding Ability: to create meals for large or small groups
· Recall Ability: to remember or recall names and faces
· Mechanical Operating Ability: to operate equipment, tools, or machinery
· Resourceful Ability: to search out and find inexpensive materials or resources needed
· Counting Ability: to work with numbers, data, or money 
· Classifying ability: to systematize and file books, data, records, and materials so they can be retrieved easily
· Public Relations Ability: to handle complaints and unhappy customers with care and courtesy
· Welcoming Ability: to convey warmth, develop rapport, making others feel comfortable
· Composing Ability: to write music or lyrics
· Landscaping Ability: to do gardening and work with plants
· Decorating Ability: to beautify a setting for a special event
· Organizing Ability: to systematize and bring order

Did you find your specialized abilities? Write them on your Personal Profile. 





Plugging In Your Personality

In the space below, write your name:

______________________________

Now write your name with your opposite hand:

______________________________


What Happened? 

When you tried to do something that was not natural to you...
· You felt uncomfortable.
· It took extra time and effort.
· You still did a lousy job at it!

The same things are true when we try to minister in areas that are not suited to our personality. God has wired your temperament in a unique way. This factor is very important in matching you to the right ministry. It's obvious that God has not used a cookie cutter to stamp out people in a process of uniformity. He loves variety – just look around! And there is no "right" or "wrong" temperament. We need opposites to balance the church.

Testing My Personality
Online Resources: Complete the online assessments and add the results to you Personal Profile
· Take the Jung/Myers Briggs Typology Test: www.humanmetrics.com/cgi-win/JTypes1.htm.
· D.I.S.C Personality Test: https://www.123test.com/disc-personality-test/


















Examining My Experiences

Guiding Scripture
"And we know that in ALL things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose." Rom. 8:28
"Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel." Phil. 1:12
"(God)...comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God." 2 Cor. 1:3-4  

One of the most overlooked factors in determining the ministry God has for me is my past experience, particularly my hurts and problems I've overcome with God's help. Since our greatest life messages come out of our weaknesses, not our strengths, we should pay close attention to what we've learned in the "school of hard knocks."

Guiding Principle: God Never Wastes a Hurt!
He wants you to be open to ministering to people who are going through what you have already been through!


Kinds of Life Experiences
· Your SPIRITUAL experiences 
· Meaningful decisions/times with God
· Your PAINFUL experiences
· Problems, hurts, trials that have taught you
· Your EDUCATIONAL experiences
· What were your favorite subjects in school?
· Your WORK experiences
· What is your career, full-time occupation, or previously held positions?
· Your MINISTRY experiences
· How have you served in the past?

Record your answers to your Personal Profile














