Loving Others
What affects our relationship with God the most is often our relationship with others.
Connections are God’s Design

What is the Greek word for Fellowship and what does it mean? 

4 reasons why relationships are important:

I. We were created for __________________.
Genesis 2:18. 

I saw a post on Facebook that said something like, “If Jesus is your best friend, you are never alone.”  Is that true?  What is wrong with that statement?

Let me read a quote from a book by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend’s book “How People Grow”.	
	People’s most basic need in life is relationship.  People connected to other people thrive and grow, and those not connected wither and die.  It is a medical fact, for example, that from infancy to old age, health depends on the amount of social connection people have.  Infants and older people die from a lack of relationship, and those in the middle suffer and fail to recover from illness.
	At the emotional level, connection is the sustaining factor for the psyche, the heart and the spirit.  Virtually every emotional and psychological problem, from addictions to depression, has alienation or emotional isolation at its core or close to it.  Recovery from these problems always involves helping people to get more connected to each other at deeper and healthier levels than they are.

2. We experience Christ through ________________________.
1 Corinthians 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  
Ephesians 4:16
Colossians 2:19
Ironically, one problem we often see in the Christian community is that people get more into religion and less into the connectedness the Bible prescribes, with the result that they get sicker.  
For the same reason, many people feel disconnected from God because they have not been connected to his body.  (How People Grow-Cloud and Townsend)
What does he mean by religion verses connectedness?  

I knew a lady in the church I grew up in who was tired of all the church drama. She said, I feel closest to God when I stay home and read my Bible.  What is the problem with that statement?

3.  We need community to help us ____________________.

How are you more likely to have sin in your life without community?
Ecclesiastes 4:9-13 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil.  For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow.  But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!  Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?  And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him-a threefold cord is not quickly broken.  

James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.
 

4.  We ______________each other through fellowship
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  

· What do you think are some of the biggest hinderances for fellowship for people today?

· What can we do to create more fellowship?
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