Relationship Priorities
Loving God.  
a. Greatest Commandment
b. Sacred Pathways
Part 1 Greatest Commandment
Let’s answer the question, what is love by first answering, what love isn’t.

How might a lot of people define love?  
How does the Bible define love?  1 Corinthians 13:4-8

We use love flippantly today, but it has more depth to it than, I love that movie or I love my car.
Biblical Love
1. Phila- Brotherly Love.

2.  Eros- Romantic Love.

3. Storge- Empathetic affection. Family Bond.

4. Agape- Unconditional Love.

What is the Greatest Command?  Deuteronomy 6:4-9
This was called the Shema.  It means “hear”.  This was the most command in Judaism. Jesus had multiple conversations with religious leaders that confirm this is the most important command in scripture. 

Matthew 22:37-40 Mind
Luke 10:27 Mind and Strength

Heart----represents the mind, the affections, the will 
Soul---this is your emotions, your passions. You are to love your God from your inner 
most being. Some people are very emotional when they pray when they truly feel that 
connection to God, it comes from their soul. 
Strength—your body, your eyes, ears, mouth, 
hands, feet, everything you have is to love the Lord your God. 
Heart, Soul, Strength, from the inside-out you are to Love God! With your ENTIRE being! 
Explain Phylacteries, the Hebrew word is Tefillin show pic.  Later the Jews would enclose written portions of the law in small cases called phylacteries and bind them to their hands and foreheads.
So, if we did this, would we love God more?  Not exactly. Look at Matthew 23:5 “They do all their deeds to be seen of others.”
Why did Jesus have a problem with these pharisees? They were not living to please God, but man.  Their focus was their own glory, not God’s glory.
Whether we taken literally or metaphorically, the signs describe in Deut. 6:8-9 indicates the individual, home, community, were to be a distinguishable characteristic of God’s people. So if we apply Deut. 6:8-9 it means we will:
1. Meditate on God.  
2. Make theological education a priority so you can teach others.
3. Prioritize obedience.
4. Reflect on God’s Word.  We would write them, repeat them, wear them and give thanks!

(Tangent topic regarding the Mark of the Beast)

Revelation 13
16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 
17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 
18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.

Revelation 14
8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality." 
9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,

The early church would have understood this concept, but we have turned into microchips and vaccines.  With their thoughts (head) and actions (hands) they are sold out to Babylonian thinking.  These verses should remind us not to be seduced by the world’s morals, values or political agendas.  

People will identify with one of two kingdoms.  The Holy Spirit seals us, making God our owner until the day of redemption.
What occupies our thoughts and actions?
What can we do to make sure God occupies our thoughts and actions?


