Roy’s notes on God

What is the gospel? Everything Jesus said.  The essence of the gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  People must understand the importance of a substitutionary atonement for sin.

What path do we have to turn church attenders into leaders?  How do we more effectively make disciples? Matthew 28:18-20 Go make Disciples.  How do we do that in our current world today?

-Walk through schedule
This will not be an in-depth study of these issues, but I think you’ll discover it will lay a great framework for a Biblical worldview.

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” A.W. Tozer
“Those who know God have great thoughts of God Those who know God show great boldness for God Those who know God have great contentment in God “ J.I. Packer – Knowing God 
I believe cognitive biases have created our version of God today.
What has influences how people view God?  Discussion.

People view God from 3 different positions:
1. Atheist.
2. Agnostic.
3. Theist.  (Draw chart)  Most people still believe in God.
a. Who is God?
i. Jehovah
ii. Allah
iii. Hindu gods, etc.

How do you think most people determine their position?

Most people still believe in God, but there has been a shift towards atheism and agnostism more in the past 20 years.  A new generation with a very different value system has emerged.  We need to rethink evangelism to identify common ground.

How does a person discover God?  Has the search for God been devalued in recent years?
Let’s talk about the second question first.  Has the search for God been devalued?  Discussion. Yes, I believe we are more comfortable and distracted today than the past.  It’s is easier to ignore important issues and “medicate” or entertain ourselves to peace and ignore God.  (Note that Theology used to be the greatest teaching in all the Ivy League schools)

How does a person discover God? Internal and External Evidence
1. (Internal) Inner sense of God.
a. God given conscience.  Romans 1:2-25.  Gentiles “knew God” but did not honor him as God.  They exchanged the truth about God for a lie.
What are Barriers to seeing God.  In the past 80% of people in the late 80’s who abandon faith did so because they had a bad experience and instead of blaming God, they erased God.  I think people abandon faith for different reasons today.  Here are some common reasons.
i. Foolish Pride.  People would rather believe a lie that makes them comfortable than a truth that makes them uncomfortable.  Psalm 14:1, 53:1.
ii. Sin will cause people to deny their knowledge of God.  Romans 1:18. By their wickedness suppress the truth.
b. Contrast that with the person who leans into God to avoid sin.  Their inner awareness of God grows stronger.  Ephesians 3:17, Philippians 3:8, Colossians 1:27, John 14:23.
2. (External) Evidence from nature.  Psalm 19:1-2.  The more we learn about the Universe, the more we should praise God for the great detail.
3. Traditional “proofs” for the existence of God
a. The Cosmological Argument.  Every known thing in the universe has a cause. Therefore, it reasons, that universe itself must also have a cause, and the cause of such a great universe can only be God.
b. Teleological Argument.  It is a subcategory of the cosmological argument.  It focuses on the evidence of harmony, order, and design in the universe, and argues that its design gives evidence of an intelligent Designer.  (Airplane isn’t assembled by a wind blowing through a junk yard.)  
i. Rebuttal to this question has been a multiverse theory which has only grained traction in recent years, but I think is an atheist attempt to ignore God.  Ironically, it requires a lot more faith as we’ll see in the coming weeks.
c. Ontological Argument.  State of being.  There is something greater than us. Not just observing the world around us.  God must be great and perfect since a God who exists is greater than a God who does not exist.  
d. Moral Argument.  There must be a sense of right and wrong.  Ravi’s illustration: Bad, Good, Moral Law, Law Giver.
What other evidence do we have for God?

These are considered valid arguments, but they don’t persuade everyone.  I think one of the main reasons they aren’t compelling is because many believers begin with a false assumption and do not reason correctly with the evidence, not because the proofs are invalid.

Preparing for Attributes of God discussion:
Identity what makes a good dessert?
What makes a good movie?
What makes God, God?  Or the better question is, what is it about God that we can understand about God in order to know God?  The Attributes of God help define God.  It isn’t the some total of God, but work together with the other attributes to detail the character of God.

Who is God?  Bible Project Video God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eAvYmE2YYIU&list=PLmcrb6a5eswiP-q7_s8-o8HXFCFk73VIA

Doctrine of the Trinity Summarized:  
1. God is three persons. John 1:1-2, 1 John 2:1, Romans 8:27, John 16:7
2. Each person is fully God. Genesis 1:1-3, John 1:1-4, John 20:27, Isaiah 9:6, Acts 3:4-5.
3. There is one God. Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Exodus 15:11, Isaiah 45:5-6, 1 Timothy 2:5

Understanding the Attributes of God 
(handout)
Incommunicable 
Communicable
A. Attributes Describing God’s Being
1. Spirituality
2. Invisibility
Why is God so strongly displeased at carved idols, even those that are intended to represent him?
What is it about our culture or our way of thinking today that makes us think of the physical world as more real and more permanent than the spiritual world?
B. Mental Attributes
3. Knowledge (or Omniscience)
4. Wisdom
5. Truthfulness (and Faithfulness)
C. Moral Attributes
6. Goodness
7. Love
8. Mercy (Grace, Patience)
9. Holiness
10. Peace (or Order)
11. Righteousness (or Justice)
12. Jealousy
13. Wrath
D. Attributes of Purpose
14. Will
15. Freedom
16. Omnipotence (or Power, and Sovereignty)
E. “Summary” Attributes
17. Perfection
18. Blessedness
19. Beauty
20. Glory

How do the attributes of God help us better understand God?
Homework: This week look intentionally for the presence of these attributes in the world and identify ways you can display the communicable attributes of God to others.

Bible Project Videos

1. Intro to Spiritual Beings:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBxOZqtGTXE&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57

2. Elohim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5iyUik97Lg&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57&index=2

3. The Divine Council
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1rai6WoOJU&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57&index=3

4. Angels and Cherubim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bMRxQbLUlg&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57&index=4

5. Angel of the Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgmf8bHayXw&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57&index=5

6. The Satan and Demons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CamYtVpoTNk&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57&index=6

7. The New Humanity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=takEeHtRrMw&list=PLH0Szn1yYNeef2AIszbltRK15dgoxA_57&index=7



What is God’s agenda?  Short answer: Glorify God.  How do we do it?  We align our plan to his plan.

-The only way we can experience genuine purpose is to understand God’s agenda.
-We cannot devote ourselves to that we can’t envision.  Our vision is limited by our horizon of our own concerns and culture.

Genesis 12:1-3 Underline the commands.  Double underline the promises to Abraham.  Circle the different expressions of purpose or outcome beyond Abraham’s life.

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 
2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."

God’s purpose Summarized:
For His glory in global worship, God purposes to overcome evil by redeeming a people who will love and obey Him within every people.

We often conclude the Bible is all about our personal lives?  Is the Bible more about God or us?

The gospel, euangelion, means good news, but it was always used in the context of the reign of a new king.

Who is God and what is His Agenda?
a. Trinity
b. Glory of God
c. Soteriology- Doctrine of Salvation through Jesus Christ
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