Roy’s notes on the church
Lesson 3 What is the church?
Part 1 Formation of the church
What is your experience with church?  (go around the room and ask people to share 2 minutes of their experience) 
Now what if you had to describe the church using only the Bible to define church, would it look different from your experience?

Life Concept Handout

Part 2 Biblical Church 101
Purpose: What is our Mission?
Product: What does God want to produce through us?
Process: What are the steps we should take?

What is our Mission?  Mathew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

So at face value we are to go, make disciples, baptizing and teaching them. This is what God has commanded us to do and we recognize he will be with us as we take on this mission.  Let me just clarify the Great Commission.

Here is the Great Commission in original Greek. 
πορευθέντες ⸀οὖν μαθητεύσατε πάντα τὰ ἔθνη, ⸀βαπτίζοντες αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ πατρὸς καὶ τοῦ υἱοῦ καὶ τοῦ ἁγίου πνεύματος, διδάσκοντες αὐτοὺς τηρεῖν πάντα ὅσα ἐνετειλάμην ὑμῖν· καὶ ἰδοὺ ἐγὼ μεθʼ ὑμῶν εἰμι πάσας τὰς ἡμέρας ἕως τῆς συντελείας τοῦ ⸀αἰῶνος.

· It’s interesting to note that there is only 1 imperative verb in the original Greek and 3 participles, they would be words ending in “ing”.
· Whichever word is the imperative verb, that is the word that tells you what to do.  Whichever words are the participles tell you how to do it.  Here’s an example:
· “Tune up the car; changing the oil, checking the plugs, replacing the distributor cap.” 
· “Taking out the trash, sweeping the floor, and wiping down the counters, clean the kitchen!”

Okay – so how does it actually shake out in Greek?  Here’s the answer: (say all of them first, then start by defining disciple)
1. Going (participle)-proactive posture of not staying.
2. DISCIPLE! (verbal imperative without a noun) So a good English translation is make disciples. Disciple means learner or follower.  We are to make Christ followers. How?
3. Baptizing (participle) Invitation to die to self to live for Christ.  
4. Teaching (participle) Growth because we are learning and obeying Christ and teaching others.  
Product: What does God want to produce through us?  A Disciple

This is how we are the ekklesia, Church that represents Christ to the world.
I like how the perspective course define this as a mandate, release authority and responsibility to pursue endeavors of historic importance.  
Our purpose is to bring Glory to God, but our mission is to make disciples.  The role of the people of God, the church is then to make disciples while on this earth.  This role is temporary. We have an expiration date on our opportunities. 

What are our motives?  Mark 12:28-31 Loving God and loving others
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, "Which commandment is the most important of all?" 
29 Jesus answered,  "The most important is, 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'
31 The second is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

What happens when we pursue the mission without having the right motives?  We can miscommunicate the heart of God.  We can lose rewards.  1 Cor. 3.  We can lose credibility with our audience.  It becomes our efforts instead of God’s work in us.

What is God’s Method?  Ephesians 3:10-11
10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Jesus tells us he is building his church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.

As Christ followers, we are one Church.  But as individuals, God has called us to participate in a community of believers called the local church.  

The term disciple is used 264 times in the Gospels and Acts.  In Matthew 28 we are told to make disciples of all nations.  However, after Acts 21 the term “disciple” disappears.  Why?
The local church became God’s system for making disciples.  As the church functions in community and each part of the body works together, with each part of the body helping each other walk as Jesus walked, the end product will be the making of disciples who can make disciples.

It is the church’s job to make disciples but you are the church!

If you asked people in the church why the church exists, how do you think they would respond?

What do you think are the biggest distractions in churches today?

Part 3 Characteristics of a Biblical Church
Draw chart on page 70 of Growing a Healthy Church.

Winning (Lost):
Building (Believer):
Equipping (Worker):
Multiplying (Shepherd):

Let me share a few different ministry philosophies
1. Willowcreek
2. Traditional model
3. Home groups

Analogies for the church
What are metaphors in used to describe the church?  How is the church like this?
· Body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4:12, Ephesians 5:30
· Bride of Christ. Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelation 21:9, 2 Corinthians 11:12
· Family of God. 2 Corinthians 6:18, Matthew 12:49-50
· Vine and Branches. John 15
· Flock. John 10:16, Psalm 23
Key Roles in the church
There are also key roles that God ordained to accomplish his mission of seeking and saving the lost.  (Luke 19:10)  “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:11-12)  All these roles are given to equip others for ministry and reach the lost.  
· Apostles:  Sent ones who go out into the world to plant churches.
· Prophets:  Delivers the message of God.  God speaks through the preacher the message to the people.
· Evangelists:  Equips the saints for evangelism as well as seek out the lost with the gospel.
· Pastors: Shepherd the flock.  
· Teachers- Instruct others in how to live biblically and follow God. 
	The role of an elder is that of an overseer of the affairs of the church with humility as an example to other believers.  (1 Peter 5:1-4)  An elder should be above reproach, possessing the characteristics found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7.  
	The role of the deacon is that of a servant in the church.  A deacon must be someone of character, above reproach.  (1 Timothy 3:8-12)  As in the early church this role allows the church to care for others without distracting those in other roles form preaching and teaching. 
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